
Page 1 of 20 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Environmental Report 

 

McKay Timber St. Helens 

Lot 9, Warrens Way, St. Helens, Tasmania, 7216 

 

30  December 2011  

 

 

Cover ing the period from July 2008 ð June 2011  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

McKay Investments Pty Ltd  ACN 009587964  
Trading as McKay Timber  

Wrights  Avenue  PO Box 4  GLENORCHY  Tasmania  7010  

 



McKay Timber St. Helens - Public Environmental Report  

Page 2 of 20 

Contents 
Contents  ................................ ................................ ................................ .............  2 

1. Purpose  ................................ ................................ ................................ ..........  3 

2. Profile - McKay Timber  ................................ ................................ ...................  3 

2.1 McKay Timber St. Helens ................................ ................................ ...........  3 

3. Environmental Policy  ................................ ................................ ......................  4 

4. Reporting period  ................................ ................................ .............................  6 

5. Activity profile - operations  ................................ ................................ .............  6 

5.1 Plant and operations  ................................ ................................ .................  6 

5.2 Production capacity and actual production level  ................................ ........  7 

5.3 P ollution discharges and wastes  ................................ ................................  7 

5.4 P ollution control measures  ................................ ................................ ........  8 

5.5 T he local environment  ................................ ................................ ...............  9 

5.6 A ny significant changes to the above during the r eporting period  ............  10  

6. Activity profile - environmental impact  ................................ .........................  10  

6.1 Air emissions  ................................ ................................ ...........................  10  

6.2 Water emissions  ................................ ................................ ......................  10  

6.3 L and/soil contamination  ................................ ................................ .........  11  

6.4 W astes ð general waste and controlled waste  ................................ ...........  11  

6.5 E nergy use  ................................ ................................ ..............................  11  

6.6 G reenhouse emissions  ................................ ................................ .............  11  

6.7 W ater use  ................................ ................................ ................................  11  

6.8 B iodiversity  ................................ ................................ .............................  12  

6.9 C ultural and aboriginal heritage  ................................ ..............................  12  

7. Per mit conditions ................................ ................................ ..........................  12  

8. Relevant environmental legislation, regulations and statutory policies  ..........  13  

8.1 Compliance with permit condit ions and relevant environmental legislation
................................ ................................ ................................ ......................  13  

8.2 Breaches  ................................ ................................ ................................ . 13  

8.3 Notices  ................................ ................................ ................................ ....  13  

8.4 Convictions  ................................ ................................ .............................  13  

8.5 Environmental improvement programs  ................................ ....................  13  

9. Complaints  ................................ ................................ ................................ ...  13  

10. Environmental monitoring  ................................ ................................ ..........  14  

11. Staff training  ................................ ................................ ..............................  14  

12. Community engagement  ................................ ................................ .............  14  

13. Other environmental management activities  ................................ ...............  14  

14. Commitments to improve environmental performance  ................................  14  

15. Statement by Managing Director  ................................ ................................ . 14  

Appendix 1 - Permit conditions - reproduced from Environmental Protection 
Notice 7671/3 (2010)  ................................ ................................ ........................  15  



McKay Timber St. Helens - Public Environmental Report  

Page 3 of 20 

1. Purpose 

This is the second Public Environmental Report produced by McKay Timber St 
Helens  as a requirement under the Annual Fee Remission Guidelines under the 
Environmental Management and Pollution Control (General Fees) Regulations 
2007.  

The sections i n this report are as required by the Annual Fee Remission 
Guidelines, November 2007, Board of Environmental Management and Pollution 
Control, under the Environmental Management and Pollution Control (General 
Fees) Regulations 2007.  

 

2. Profile - McKay Timber 

McKay Timber was established in 1947 as a timber merchant.  The company has 
since diversified to operate two sawmills a planing plant and two truss 
manufacturing plants and a wall framing operation.  These facilities are 
distributed within Tasmania acro ss four sites;  at the Glenorchy site there is a 
planing plant,  timber drying facility, timber truss plant, wall framing operation 
and sales office; in Launceston there is a truss plant and sales office;  and in 
Bridgewater and St. Helens there are sawmil ls.  The company employs a total of 
104 employees across the four sites.  

McKay Timber focuses on the processing of Tasmanian hardwood timber, 
predominantly eucalypts, sold under the generic name of Tasmanian Oak.  
Timber is supplied to the market in a numb er of value added forms from lower 
grade undried timber to high quality timber products for the Tasmanian building 
and joinery trade.  McKay Timber is also an exporter of timber to mainland 
states.  

Dried timber from Mckay Timber is used in building, joiner y and other 
applications such as flooring, bench tops and furniture that require a uniform 
timber grain and a high appearance quality product.  

Tasmanian oak logs processed by McKay Timber St Helens are harvested from 
sustainably managed forests certified b y the Australian Forest Certification 
Standard and managed by Forestry Tasmania.  

 

2.1 McKay Timber St. Helens 

McKay Timber at St. Helens is a wood processing works consisting of a green 
sawmill.  Logs delivered to the mill are sawn, sawn timber is dispatch ed green to 
other facilities in Tasmania, and some sawn timber is air -dried on -site before 
being dispatched dry to other facilities in Tasmania.  Sawdust is transported  to 
other facilities where it is used as a biofuel.   Green sawn off -cuts are chipped on -
site and transported to an export facility.  

The sawmill is situated on the Tasman Highway , 1.5 kilometres north -west of 
the St . Helens town centre (see aerial view in Plate 1 below).  
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Plate 1: McKay Timber at St. Helens  is situated on the Tasman Highway , 1.5 

kilometres north -west of the St Helens town centre  - image reproduced from 
Google via Google Earth (earth.google.com).  

 

3. Environmental Policy 

The organisationõs Environmental Policy is reproduced on page 5.  
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4. Reporting period 

This is the second  Public Environmental Report produced by McKay Timber 
St.Helens as a requirement under the Annual Fee Remission Guidelines under 
the Environmental Management and Pollution Control (General Fees) 
Regulations 2007.  

The reporting period covered by this Public  Environmental Report is the three 
year period from July 2008  to J une 2011.  

 

5. Activity profile - operations 

 

5.1 Plant and operations 

McKay Timber St. Helens facility entails:  

o log yard  

o green sawmill  

o chipper for green offcuts  

o sorting table  

o sawn timber sto rage 

o chip storage and loading hopper  

o sawdust storage and loading hopper  

o sawn timber  air drying  

o water storage pond  

o storage shed/garage  
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Plate 2: Aerial view of McKay Timber at St. Helens  - image reproduced from 

Google via Google Earth (earth.google.com) . 

 

 

5.2 Production capacity and actual production level 

McKay Timber at St. Helens  has been operating near capacity producing  on 
average 4,500  cubic metres of sawn timber  each year.  

 

5.3 Pollution discharges and wastes 

In this reporting period approximatel y 2600 tonnes of green sawdust has been 
sold as biofuel  per annum . 
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Approximately 30 tonnes of general waste, including sawmill floor sweepings  and 
non -commercial wood offcuts , was disposed of at St. Helens local tip site each 
year . 

Air emissions are derive d from the operation of on -site diesel -powered log -loader 
and forklift, and from operation of two -stroke chainsaws (see section 6.1).  

There are no water emissions associated with the operation of the St. Helens 
sawmill (see section 6.2).  

Noise from sawing and chipping operations is largely contained on -site: the 
sawmill is enclosed in a colourbond -clad building and the chipper is housed in a 
sound -proofed room.  The sawmill operates within the specified operating hours 
(section N 1 of EPN - see Appendix 1) . 

 

5.4 Pollution control measures 

A efficient  sawdust disposal system was installed and has been operative since 
January 2007 minimising on -site spillage and release of sawdust.   Plate 4  shows 
this highly effective sawdust hopper.  

 
Plate 4: Current S awdust hopper (left), older wood -chip hopper (centre 

background), and sawmill building (right).  

Fugitive dust and fibres are minimized by source areas being sealed and 
sawdust extraction systems being operated effectively.  Any spillages of wood 
wastes are cleane d up, and there are regular general clean -ups.  

Occasionally, when conditions require, water is sprayed to minimize the release 
of dust from ground surfaces.  
















